9th Annual ScanBalt Forum 2010
“Healthy future”

September  22-24, 2010, Tallinn, Estonia

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

Monday, September 20

Pre-Forum Press Tour in Tartu

Visits to biotech companies and academic labs in Tartu

Tuesday, September 21

Pre-Forum Press Tour in Tallinn 

Visits to biotech companies and academic labs in Tallinn
Sightseeing tour to Lahemaa (including visits to the main mansions in Lahemaa)

(The press tour is aimed at the international life-science journalists to be invited by ScanBalt)

Wednesday, September 22

12.00-13.00
Registration and lunch (at the conference centre of Swissotel, Tallinn)  



Opening of the Forum and Plenary Session

Plenary Hall
13.00-15.00         Mr. Juhan Parts, Minister of Economics and Communication of Estonia 

Dr Wolfgang Blank, Chairman of ScanBalt

Ms. Maive Rute, Director, Directorate E - Biotechnologies, Agriculture, Food,

DG Research, EU Commission

"Biotechnology - an engine for the renewable natural resource economy"


Prof. Horst Klinkmann, Chairman, BioCon Valley, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Germany
„Healthy Aging. Demographic Changes and their Consequences for the Society“

15.00-15.30 Coffee break
15.30-17.00         ScanBalt Academy Session 



Plenary Hall

Prof Kaare R. Norum, President of the ScanBalt Academy

"The use of EEA and Norwegian Grants for Research, Innovation and Development in Poland and the Baltic States. What can ScanBalt do?"



Prof. Kjetil Tasken, Institute of Biotechnology, University of Oslo, Norway
"Towards personalized medicine - new ways of characterizing cancer and tumor heterogeneity"

17.00-18.30 ScanBalt EXCO and AGM 

15.30-17.30
Session on Estonian Bioeconomy: Status Quo and Future Perspectives

Ball Room



Mr. Olavi Otepalu, Estonian Biotechnology Programme Manager, Estonia
„Estonian Biotechnology Programme as a tool to accelerate and boost the development of Estonian bioeconomy“

Prof. Andres Metspalu, Chairman of Estonian Genome Center, Estonia


„Estonian Biobank as a cornerstone for developing future personal medicine“


Mr. Erki Mölder, Chairman of Estonian Biotechnology Association, Estonia 
„The challenges for Estonian biotech firms“

15.30-17.00
Biomaterial Days I
Meeting Room Tartu
Chaired by Dr. Inga Lyashenko,  Institute of Biomaterials and Biomechanics, Riga Technical University, Latvia 
As. Prof. Aleksejs Katashev, Faculty of Transport and Mechanical Engineering, Riga Technical University, Latvia            
„Possibility on HAP surface charge engineering for bioimplants”

As. Prof. Aleksejs Katashev, Faculty of Transport and Mechanical Engineering, Riga Technical University, Latvia 
“UV treatment for PMMA ocular implant”

Mc.sc.ing. Olga Brode, Institute of Biomaterials and Biomechanics, Riga Technical University, Latvia 
 “Study of the effects of suspension containing biologically active compound on induction of hair follicles emergence in skin”
19.00-21.00
Welcome Reception (at the restaurant of Swissotel, Tallinn)

Thursday, September 23

9.00-10.30 Session on Smart Growth as a Tool to Compete
Plenary Hall

The EU FP 7 project Bridge-BSR in June 2009 released an Innovation Agenda for the Baltic Sea Region based on Smart Growth. The “Smart Growth” Innovation Agenda proposed an EU Baltic Sea Region flagship project “Health Region” to be established and suggested the initiation of Baltic Sea Region financing mechanisms. In addition it pointed towards ethics as a parameter for competitiveness and prepared a model for shared services and support between clusters as a basic tool for regional development. 

The session provides a status for implementation of the Innovation Agenda and discusses the role of sustainability. It will touch some of the key questions within financing and ethic and reflect on a vision for ScanBalt BioRegion.  Finally the session lines up some of the challenges and opportunities with respect to Asia and the US.
9.00-10.30
Healthy Food and Efficient Food Industry I  



Ball Room 

Healthy  products – evidence based efficacy and health claims by EFSA 

Chaired by Prof. Marika  Mikelsaar, University of Tartu, Estonia
 „How many clinical trials are necessary for an EFSA accepted health claim on a product“    

(Speaker to be confirmed)
It is not clear how many  documented in vitro, animal experiments and clinical trials  are necessary to get a proper health claim. The proper health markers suggested for different efficacy studies need clearance. The lecture shall propose an overview of EFSA rules and some  practical suggestions for applications by enterprises.

Prof Mihkel Zilmer,  University of  Tartu, Bio-Competence Centre of Healthy Dairy Products

„Integration different technologies to test actual clinical impact of nutrition and foodstuffs“

„Farm and fork- food chain“ 

(Speaker to be confirmed)
9.00-10.30
Biomaterial Days  II



Meeting Room Tartu  

Chaired by Dipl. Ing. Julija Novinkina Institute of Biomaterials and Biomechanics, Riga Technical University, Latvia 
Dr. Inga Lyashenko,  Institute of Biomaterials and Biomechanics, Riga Technical University, Latvia 
“The study of technological capabilities of textile threads cross-piercing for the elaboration of biologically active substances”
 
Mr.sc.ing. E. Bosileva, Institute of Biomaterials and Biomechanics, Riga Technical University, Latvia 
“Review on the recent achievements in the field of BIO-textiles”

10.30-11.00
Coffee break
11.00-12.30 ScanBalt Health Region 

Plenary Hall

The EU has adopted “EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region” on June 10 2009 together with a detailed action plan. The action plan specifically indicates the “Health Region” flagship project for developing a globally leading and prosperous "Health Region". The vision is to promote better health care, reduce costs of the health care system and enhance contribution to regional economic development. 

The workshop describes the present status of the SBHR flagship and shows best practise examples in different areas relevant for health economy in the Baltic Sea Region plus provides a status for the EU Baltic Sea Region strategy.

11.00-12.30         Healthy Food and Efficient Food Industry II



Ball Room 

Epp Songisepp, Bio-Competence Centre of  Healthy Dairy Products, Estonia

„Blood pressure lowering cheese – evidence based research and health claims“ 

 „Mono- and multistrain probiotic products- where is the functionality and efficacy?“  

Different indications for human health improvement can be sorted out by application of either mono-or multispecies probiotics. 



(Speaker to be confirmed) 
„Is the viable genetically modified organism (GMO) a new promising trend for healthy nutrition or morelike an adjunct to medical treatment?“

The elaboration principles for GMO-probiotics, their safety and biological containment will be discussed in connection with health and treatment options. 
(Speaker to be confirmed) 

11.00-12.30 Biomaterial Days  III
Meeting Room Tartu

Chaired by Dr. Inga Lyashenko Institute of Biomaterials and Biomechanics, Riga Technical University, Latvia 
As. Prof. Aleksejs Katashev, Faculty of Transport and Mechanical Engineering, Riga Technical University, Latvia            
“Self-assembling capsides – nanoparticles complex”

Mc.sc.ing. Olga Brode, Institute of Biomaterials and Biomechanics, Riga Technical University, Latvia 
   “Evaluation of textile pads impregnated with amber suspension effects on skin” 

12.030-13.30      Lunch

13.030-15.30   Workshop on White Biotech

Plenary Hall

Chairman: Dr. Helmut Thamer, TuTech GmbH, Hamburg

Industrial biotechnology or  white biotechnology is the application of biotechnology for industrial purposes, including manufacturing, alternative energy (or "bioenergy"), and biomaterials. A number of successful products are on the market since years, like enzymes in washing powder, amino acids and vitamins for food and feed industry, and fine chemicals. Global markets are about 58 Billion € per year and estimated to grow 10-30% per year. 
The German Cluster BIOCATALYSIS2021 combines the unique expert knowledge of the academic sector in Northern Germany with the economic and innovative power of globally operating companies throughout Germany. The primary goals of the Cluster are the use and application of new biocatalysts achieving novel synthetic effects by subjecting them to unconventional conditions (extreme temperatures, pressures, pH values, concentrations of salt and solvents).

Prof. Garabed Antranikian, TU-Hamburg-Harburg

„BIOKATALYSE2021 – Leading Cluster for Industrial Biotech in Germany“
Prof. Thomas Schweder, Universität Greifswald, Germany 

„Bacilli – Workhorses for he Industrial Biotechnology“
Dr. Lutz Popper, SternEnzym, Ahrensburg; Germany
„BIOKATALYSE2021 – Mutual Benefit for SME, Universities and Industry”

N.N. Novozymes (to be confirmed) 

“Industrial Biotech – Northern Europe Pioneering in World Markets
 Evonic Industries AG, Germany (to be confirmed) 

“Industrial Biotech – an Underestimated Technology to Meet Global Challenges like Climate Change and Sustainable Development
13.30-15.30
Healthy Food and Efficient Food Industry III



Ball Room 

Prof. Willy Verstraete, Ghent University, Belgium (to be confirmed)

“Management of microbial resources in human environment“


Prof. Michiel Kleerebezem, Wageningen University, The Netherlands  (to be confirmed) 

“Catalogue of enzymes and consortia of bacteria of Human Gastrointestinal Tract”

Dr. Nathalie Juge, Institute of Food Research, Norwich, UK  (to be confirmed)

“Integrated biology of Human Gastrointestinal Tract” 

15.30-16.00         Coffee break
16.00-17.30 Healthy Ageing in the Baltic Sea Region

Plenary Hall

The dramatic demographic change with a doubling of our life expectancy since 1900 creates both problems and chances for the society. People do not only live much longer but wanted to stay active and healthy. The EU Flagship Project ScanBalt Health Model Region aims to promote well being and to reinforce economic activities by creating a network, that works on Healthy Aging from biological fundamentals through clinical and social solutions. 

BioCon Valley and the University Medical Center Groningen will present an approach, which results in a common ground for research, industry and society to join forces for Healthy and Successful Aging.
Prof. Folkert Kuipers, Faculty of Medical Sciences, University Medical Center Groningen, The Netherlands
“Groningen City of Healthy Ageing: from biological fundaments through clinical solutions” 
 

Prof. Ronald Stolk, University Medical Center Groningen, The Netherlands

“Life Course Epidemiology “
 

Prof. Gerhard Rakhorst, BME-Division of Artificial Organs, University Medical Center Groningen, The Netherlands 
“Diagnostics and new technologies to support ageing people”
 

Dr. Ute Bültmann, University Medical Center Groningen, Netherlands, the Institute for Work & Health, Toronto, Canada 
“Healthy Ageing at Work”

16.00-17.30
Healthy Food and Efficient Food Industry IV 

Ball Room

Prof. Hannu Salovaara, University of Helsinki, Finland (to be confirmed)
„Food allergens and digestion“ 
Prof. Hely Tuorila, University of Helsinki, Finland (to be confirmed)

„Sensorics and the nutrigenomics“

Prof. Toomas Paalme, Tallinn Technical University, Estonia

„Viability of probiotical and starter bacteria in simulator of Human Gastrointestinal Tract simulator“

Prof. Raivo Vilu, Tallinn Technical University, Estonia 

„Management of starter bacteria in dairies and bakeries – comparisons and lessons from Finnish and Estonian enterprises“
20.00-23.00

Buffet Dinner  (at Das Haus der Schwarzenhäupter located in the Old Town, Pikk 26) 
Dinner talk: The Genetic Map of the Europe, Prof. Andres Metspalu University of Tartu, Estonian Genome Centre
Friday, September 24

9.00-10.30 Patient Mobility and Health Industry 

Plenary Hall

Chaired by Dr. Ain Aaviksoo, Praxis Centre for Policy Studies, Estonia

 Since 1998 European Court of Justice (ECJ) rulings have confirmed that in several cases EU citizens may seek health care in other member states, with the cost covered by their own health systems. Better coordination of cross-border patient mobility and increased co-operation at European level is expected to bring benefits both to patients and health systems. Yet the directive on the application of patients' rights in cross-border healthcare remains blocked at European Council level since December 2009.

European Commission has funded several studies on the size of this movement as well as comparing the impact of cross-border care under current circumstances and in the future with well-integrated and cooperative national social systems. There is also a lot of empirical evidence of healthcare services moving even across EU borders.

The discussion will focus on the unlocking of the political conundrum to move forward with the action that everyone considers necessary. It is probable that cooperation at regional basis is easier to achieve. 
9.00-10.30       
Healthy Food and Efficient Food Industry V 

Baltfood - the Baltic Sea Region Food Cluster 
Ball Room 

The idea of networking among business and scientific communities in the food sector is the main driving force in the Baltfood project. The project started in 2009 with 13 partners from universities, public institutions and food industry networks in northern Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Poland, Lithuania and Finland, supported by the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme. 

The principal goal is to provide support for small and midsize businesses, enabling them to recognize trends more quickly, transform research findings more readily into marketable products and penetrate international markets with greater success.

This session will introduce the baltfood project and highlight the potential of a closer collaboration within the Baltic Sea Region food cluster.  The mid-term results of baltfood will be presented, including studies and tools relevant for the research community as well as for the food business. As example, the project has already launched the  “TrendWiki“, an ICT tool for analyzing weak signals and trends in the food industry, and an the “Healthy to Go, Food Innovation” online course on innovation for healthy food products. More, a network of research and development facilities in the Baltic Sea region is being organized to assist companies in their development efforts and provide scientific infrastructures that extend beyond regional borders.

Last, the session will bring about a discussion on how the BSR food cluster links to other BSR initiatives and the overall EU strategy for the region.  In an interactive mode, the audience will be invited to contribute to the discussion of how to foster innovation in the BSR food industry.
9.00-10.30 The Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) Match-Making Event

Meeting Room Tartu

Chaired by Dr. Raivo Tamkivi (Estonia) and Mr. Frank Graage (Denmark)
To expand your business or research collaboration to another country, you need competent and trustworthy partners. The Enterprise Europe Network helps you find them. At the ScanBalt Forum a matchmaking event will be organised, so you can meet potential partners for business to business, science to business or science to science collaboration in the Life Sciences. Participants will mainly come from the Baltic Sea Region states. The members of the Enterprise Europe Network help you to schedule the meetings and will upfront try to bring relevant actors to the forum. All you need to do is to fill out the one page profil and to register to the ScanBalt Forum.
10.30-11.00
Coffee break

11.00-12.30 Health Services Export 

Plenary Hall

Chaired by Dr. Ain Aaviksoo, Praxis Centre for Policy Studies, Estonia

The phenomenon of health services export is gradually gaining momentum after setback of the initial hype due to global economic crisis. In 2009 Estonian Development Fund  together with  PRAXIS Centre for Policy Studies conducted a study to analyze the opportunities for Estonia to export health and wellness services. Similar initiatives to promote health services export at national level have appeared in Latvia and Poland. Also The Nordic Innovation Centre has studied the potential of healthcare services within the broader initiative, which aims at ensuring “tradeable” services of high quality, to avoid fragmented service markets, to ensure SMEs involvement and promote innovations. 

The session will focus on the successful the business models and natural co-operation frameworks that support the export of health services. 

11.00-12.30 Biotehnology Parks - Support Structures for New Companies Development
Ball Room 

Chaired by Dr. Andrus Tasa, Tartu Biotechnology Park, Estonia
The session will present introduction of biotechnology parks and their activities within ScanBalt region. Biotechnology parks are specialized structures offering services in business development and infrastructure. Case studies and different operating models will be presented and discussed. Speakers to be invited include representatives from Symbion A/C and BioTurku.  

11.00-12.30
The Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) Match-Making Event II 

Meeting Room Tartu

12.030-13.15 Closing/Lunch
13.30-16.00
Site visits to the life science and biotech companies and academic labs in Tallinn
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