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ScanBalt Position Paper No. 2 (Nov. 2004)

- on Marine Biotechnology
Marine Biotechnology and Preparations of FP 7 

Introduction

ScanBalt Marine Biotech network would like to present the network’s input to EU’s Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development (FP7) by identifying issues of importance for Marine Science. The scope is to partake in the FP7 debate and to introduce Marine Science in general - and Marine Biotechnology in particular. 

ScanBalt BioRegion (www.scanbalt.org) is the brand name of a meta-region encompassing the Nordic and Baltic Countries, Poland, the northern part of Germany and the northwestern part of Russia. Regional life science cluster organisations, universities, hospitals and life science / biotech companies in ScanBalt BioRegion are the basis and founders of ScanBalt, a triple helix not for profit membership association. The shared vision in ScanBalt is to promote ScanBalt BioRegion to be globally competitive. ScanBalt is the very first example in the EU of meta-regional organisation and as such a heaver and a model case for regional re-structuring.

ScanBalt Marine Biotech network represents senior Marine Biotech scientists from all ScanBalt BioRegion countries, and comprises adequate biotechnology based companies, including innovative SMEs.

Recommendations

ScanBalt Marine Biotech network supports the Galway declaration
 and calls for a greater priority to be given to Marine Science and Marine Biotechnology in FP7. 
We Support the Galway call for Strengthening marine science in FP7, by introducing Marine science as a horizontal initiative with respect to each of the individual axes of FP7. 
We recommend specifically the following areas for FP7 focus:

· the use of modern biological science to further develop the fishing and aquaculture industries, and to promote new products from marine resources (biodiscovery)

· identification of marine model systems which can contribute fundamentally to science in general
· utilize comparative marine genomics for increasing the knowledge on the diversity of marine species from within prokaryota to eukaryota – linking up to the FP6 Network of Excellence “Marine Genomics Europe”
· exploration of marine genomics in studies of marine ecology – set into practice by the Scandinavian project “MarEGene”
· exploration of marine genetic resources and identification of model species for functional genomics research to be exploited in aquaculture production
· Aquatic medicine and pharmaceutical biology

· Increase of marine food quality, food safety, human health 
and well-being   building on the experience of the FP6 Integrated 

Project  "SEAFOODplus"
· support for the further build-up of a healthy and ethically acceptable aquaculture industry 
For European Marine Science to excel, it is necessary to create critical mass in order to obtain a leading position relative to similar environments in the United States and Japan. It is imperative to promote increasing mobility, collaboration and integration of European resources to meet the major challenges facing the marine sciences concerning education, research, innovation, technology-transfer and development. By gathering the central stakeholders in the ScanBalt BioRegion it is our aim to establish the proper technology platform for marine biotechnology development in a European context.

In the case of Marine Biotech, funds for creating open and inviting networks are of great importance; the specific aim being to find partners in order to target specific areas and to attract “non-marine” scientists into such co-operations. Due to the complex structure and number of key players involved in marine biotech, coordination is of crucial importance for marine science. 

“Network of networks” 

In realising the vision of exploring the marine resources in a sustainable way, and taking into account ethical and societal implications, it is important to foster interactions and collaborations in a global, as well as sub and meta-regional contexts. To achieve this, ScanBalt Marine Biotechnology network aims at becoming part of marine biotech networks at the European (ESF Marine Board
, ESMB
) and international (IMBA
/IMBC
, UN-organizations, NGOs etc.) levels as well as with other relevant constellations and bodies at all levels.

Respecting the ethical and societal priorities to be promoted in FP 7, special emphasis will be needed to approach research environments concentrating on sociological and human resources in order to promote the understanding within the general society for a better exploitation of the marine resources.

Next ScanBalt Forum, “ScanBalt Competence region” will be held in Oslo, Norway in November 2005. The Marine Biotech initiative will further develop the network by bringing up several specific themes representing ScanBalt Marine Biotech competences and by attracting the SME sector to become an interactive and integrated part of the network along with the academic and public marine research.

Please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss or clarify the points mentioned above.

Best regards

Bo Samuelsson


Peter Aleström





Chairman, ScanBalt                       Norwegian School of Veterinary Science







� � HYPERLINK "http://www.eurocean2004.com/galway-declaration.html" ��www.eurocean2004.com/galway-declaration.html�





� ESF, European Science Foundation- Marine board, � HYPERLINK "http://www.esf.org" ��www.esf.org�


� ESMB, European Society for Marine Biotechnology, � HYPERLINK "http://www.esmb.org" ��www.esmb.org�


� IMBA, International Marine Biotech Association


� IMBC, International Marine Biotechnology Conferences since 1989, � HYPERLINK "http://www.imbc2005.org" ��www.imbc2005.org�
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